
 

 

Page 1

Calendar of 
Events 

Watch for email
announcements, 
and also visit the 
club website for 
activities that are 
underway and being 
planned.

July - 2021
Volume 15, Issue 3



 

 

Page 2

.01

.02

.03

CONTENT

Membership Matters 
by Bill Creitz 

Gone Fishing 
by Contributing 

Members

The Riffle               
by Dick Harris 



 

 

Page 3

.04

.05

Club News 
by Connie Bullock

SWCFFI News 
    by Connie Bullock



 

Angling's Lighter Side

Fishable waters wherever they are 
found draw us to them—the slow-
flowing creek with rising fish, the 

long-hike-in pristine mountain lake, the 
pulsing surf of the Pacific. As we all 
know, the true angler is always fishing, 
getting ready for fishing, putting away 
gear from a fishing trip, or thinking 
about the next one.  

H e r e a r e s o m e i m a g e s o f t h e 
beautiful, the creative, the wacky, the 
frustrating, and the brave ways we are 
each part of the waters around us.  
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The Riffle                              by Dick Harris 



 

You’ve heard Thoreau’s quote before that bears repeating: “Many go fishing 
all of their lives without knowing that it is not fish they are after.”  
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Membership Renewals

Thanks to all who have already renewed SCCC Membership, but if you have not, 
this would be a great time to do that. 



 

Page 6

“Her passing 
got me to 
t h i n k i n g 

a b o u t t h e 
i m p o r t a n c e o f 
gratitude, living in 
the moment, taking 
nothing for granted, 
appreciating even 
the small things in 
life, the immense 
value of friendships, 
and the importance 
of “stopping to smell 
t h e r o s e s , ” ( a 
sentiment that we 
normally attribute to 
s o m e s a p p y 
Hallmark card).“ 

I could easily title this 
month’s column “Lessons I 
Learned from my Dog.” Let 
me explain.  

A few weeks ago, our family 
dog, Pippa, began to have 
seizures; they soon developed 
into what are called “cluster 
seizures,” where they come in 
waves. During one of those 
seizures, I was on our bi-
weekly Casting Club’s Zoom 
Book Club call. The guys on 
the call were kind enough to 
let me conclude the call early 
to attend to Pippa (and they 
called later to see how Pippa 
was doing). Sadly, we had to 
put her down soon after due to 
the severity of the seizures and 
t h e f a c t t h a t t h e v e t s 
d e t e r m i n e d s h e h a d a n 
advanced brain tumor. Her 
passing really struck a chord 
with our family. We were, 
however, grateful that we had 
her for eight years. 

Pippa was a great friend to us 
all. She was the model of joy, 
exuberance, loyalty, patience, 
and trust. Her passing got me 
t o t h i n k i n g a b o u t t h e 
importance of gratitude, living 

in the moment, taking nothing 
for granted, appreciating even 
the small things in life, the 
immense value of friendships, 
a n d t h e i m p o r t a n c e o f 
“ s t o p p i n g t o s m e l l t h e 
roses,” (a sentiment that we 
normally attribute to some 
sappy Hallmark card). But 
those sentiments aren’t sappy 
at all; they’re what make us 
h u m a n , a p p r o a c h a b l e , 
empathetic, and a little softer-
around-the-edges (my friend 
says “less brittle”), and less 
self-centered.  

As a consequence of thinking 
about the above, I have 
decided to slow down a bit. I 
am purposefully more grateful 
and slightly less focused on 
a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s a n d 
checking items off my “To Do 
L i s t .” I n f a c t , a f f e c t e d 
C a l i f o r n i a , O r e g o n , 
Washington, Idaho, and Utah 
caused Chris Taylor and me to 
cancel our annual July trip to 
southern Utah and, as a 
consequence, fishing our 
favor i te Pangui tch Lake 
(where the Tiger trout grow 
to enormous proportions), I 

Membership Matters 
by Bill Creitz 
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began thinking about how much fun we 
had last year and how I wish that I 
would have savored that week more 
than I did. Sometimes you don’t 
appreciate things—or people—until you 
don’t have them.  

In July 2020, Chris and I and a couple 
of Chris’ friends from Ojai, caught 
some great fish (and a few Tigers 
worth writing home about). This year 
just isn’t the same. And it’s made me 
determined to not take things for 
granted and to try to slow down 
enough to savor the experiences and 
relationships that I am privileged to 
have. And that brings me to the Santa 
Clarita Casting Club. 

In terms of privilege, we have a terrific 
group of guys and gals who help enrich 
our lives whether it be by meeting for 
breakfast to discuss all things fishing 
related; attending the casting clinics, 
monthly meetings, Zoom Book Club 
discussions, surf fishing trips, fly tying 
classes, or periodic fund raisers; or 
simply catching up with the club-
related news by way of the “Casting 
Times” newsletter. Have you thought 
about how much we need and benefit 
from each other during these trying 
t imes? The COVID l o ckdowns , 
mandated social distancing, reduced in-
person gatherings, and forced changes 
to our normal routines have definitely 
contributed to my appreciation for our 
members. Again, sometimes you don’t 
appreciate things until they’re gone. 

Having said that, I hope you will join 
me in (1) being more grateful for the 
people that we have the privilege of 
knowing in this club; (2) periodically 
complimenting a member from whom 
you have benefitted or perhaps 
acknowledging their excellence in (or 
maybe inspiration for) some aspect of 
fly fishing; (3) showing your support 
f o r bo th t he membe r sh i p and 
leadership of the club, whether it be 
through volunteering, donating, 
developing a meeting presentation, or 
writing an article or fishing report for 
the newsletter; and (4) savoring 
(here’s that word again) the times you 
spend together on the water, in the 
park casting, or at the monthly 
meetings. 

Like what I learned from our sweet 
Pippa over her too-short life with us, 
strive to cherish those times you spend 
with people you are grateful for and 
enjoy being around. Character traits 
like joy, loyalty, patience, exuberance, 
and trust—I would add “gratitude”—are 
priceless and yield tangible benefits. 
And our club is full of people who 
exhibit those traits. You will be better 
f o r h a v i n g a c k n o w l e d g e d t h e 
importance of the unique sense of 
community that we have in this club. 

See you at the August meeting. 
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Gone Fishing
South Central Utah - June 2021
Stan Houlberg

John,
Here are a couple pictures of fish caught at Panguitch Lake when Chris Taylor and I 
went at the beginning of this month. 
19” Tiger
21” Rainbow
20” Cutthroat
All caught on a #14 soft hackle beadhead callibaetis nymph.
I don’t recognize what the mayfly is in the pic. Callibaetis have speckled wings, which 
the emerging mayflies didn’t have. We still caught fish using 
callibaetis nymphs, because we at least had the size and color 
right. Any idea on what the mayfly is? I’d love to know.
Stan Houlberg

Ed. Note: Thanks 
for the submission, 
Stan. As for the 
mystery mayfly, 
could it be a green 
drake?



 

In late June I drove to Montana for what’s become an annual gathering with friends in the 
Missoula area. In years past I’ve driven the fastest route; picking up the I-15 in Victorville and 
heading north through Las Vegas, St. George,  Salt Lake City, and after a long first leg of the 
trip—stopping for the night in Ogden, Utah. The next morning I’d be back on the road driving 

north through Pocatello, Idaho Falls, through Dillon, Montana, and finally driving west on I-90 
towards Missoula and the cabin on Rock Creek where I’d stay with a friend.

This year I decided to slow things down and explore the central region of Idaho and an 
area I’d never fished. I left home before sunup on a Thursday morning and drove to the 
Mammoth area for my first stop—the Upper Owens River. When I planned my route I figured it 
was a good place to stretch my legs and do a little fishing as well.

Last August I had fished a productive stretch of the Owens, and I thought I’d see 
if it fished as well this time around. Once on the river, it took a while to get the skunk off, 
but I managed to pick up a few decent sized trout in about the hour or so that I fished. 

Trout were rising to the 3 or 4 different dries I 
tried, but I was mostly getting refusals. It took me 
time to figure out what should have been obvious 
(caddis were in the air), so after I finally tied on a 
small tan bodied caddis, my luck improved. After 
a quick lunch, I was back in the car and heading 
north for a long drive through Nevada to settle in 
for the night at a casino in Jackpot, Nevada.

Sticking with my game plan, I was up and out 
of Jackpot early the next day—albeit $20 poorer
— and driving over the state border into Idaho, 
heading to Ketchum and the Big Wood River. I 
had done my online homework at home and knew 
the Big Wood was very accessible from a number 
of spots along the highway south around Hailey 
and north past Ketchum. 
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Road Trip to Montana 
John Parmenter 



 

Before hitting the river, I took time to buy a few 
maps and some flies at a shop in Ketchum and to get 
firsthand information about the Big Wood River and a 
second river I planned to fish the following day several 
miles to the East, the Big Lost River. There was a trio 
of young guys working in the shop who were very 
wiling to share information, so after a short stay I 
drove north out of town to try my luck at one of the 
suggested spots on the map.

If you’ve never fished it, the Big Wood is a 
freestone river that flows through the Sun Valley area 
and boasts a healthy population of trout. I caught the 
conditions right the day I was there, with blue skies 
and temps in the mid ’80’s. The water was clear and 
manageable, so I found it easy enough to wet wade 
and get to most of the spots I wanted to fish. 

I was off to a slow start when I couldn’t raise a fish from some fishy-looking holding 
water, but the river seemed to turn on around noon and by the end of a few hours I had 
caught and released about a dozen fish in the 14” range—all on dries. For patterns I fished 
a Stimulator, Parachute Adams, Wright’s Royal and a PMD—with the Stimulator taking 
most of the fish I caught.

The following day I was off early in the morning again with high hopes, this time 
driving east from Ketchum through the Sawtooth 
Mountains along Trail Creek Highway—which is 
mostly miles dirt road that will test both your tires 
and your nerves. I headed for the East Fork of the 
Big Lost River, another river I had never fished but 
had read glowing reports about. This one really 
got my imagination going as it’s really off the 
beaten path without a town nearby for several 
miles. 

Like the Big Wood River, it boasts some really 
good dry fly fishing. Like the previous day, the 
weather was great—sunny and warm—and I 
relaxed as the dirt road widened and generally 
improved. Although I had good maps of the area, I 
was still concerned that I might miss the service 
road that followed the river, and being a bit off the 
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grid, I couldn’t depend on my cell phone’s service. Fortunately, the roads were marked and 
all went well in that regard.

As for fishing the Big Lost, it started much like the previous day I had on the Big 
Wood. To be honest, I expected the fishing to be much easier as it doesn’t get a lot of 
pressure like the Big Wood, but the fish were not push overs. I had several coming to the 
dries I was offering, but many were not willing to commit to the take (there were no easy 
pickings this day). This went on for a while, as I changed flies, searching for the magic 
bullet. In the end it was the Wright’s Royal that seemed to trigger more aggressive takes on 
the surface. As for numbers, I didn’t count but would say a dozen or so rainbows and 
cutthroats were released with the largest being about 16”.

L e t m e 
end the tale of 
t he road t r i p 
here by saying 
after fishing the 
Big Lost River, I 
spent the night 
in Salmon, Idaho 
and went on to 
spend a great 
w e e k w i t h 
friends  flyfishing 
in Montana. As 
for the details of 
that part of the 
trip—I’ll save it 
for another day.  
But let’s just say 
it was a very 
special week with 
lots of spectacular 
s c e n e r y a n d 
plenty of good 
times to catch up 
with old friends—
not to mention 
l o t s o f r i s i n g 
trout.
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SANTA CLARITA CASTING CLUB LENDING LIBRARY  
AVAILABLE FLY FISHING TITLES 

Updated 7/3/21 

Albert, Ken: Fishing in Southern California – The Complete Guide 

Bay, Kenneth E.: How to Tie Freshwater Flies 

Beattie, Rob: The Fishing Handbook 

Bertsch, David Riley: Death Canyon 

Borger, Gary A.: Naturals: A Guide to Food Organisms of the Trout 

Brooks, Charles E.: Nymph Fishing for Larger Trout 

Cederberg, Goran: World’s Greatest Fly Fishing Locations 

Charlton, Robert E.: Yellowstone Fishing Guide 

Dalrymple, Byron: Sportsman’s Guide to Game Fish (Freshwater and Saltwater) 

Dennis, Jack: Western Trout Fly Tying Manual 

Goddard, John & Clarke, Brian: Understanding Trout Behavior 

Humphreys, Joe: Joe Humphrey’s Trout Tactics 

Kaufmann, Randall: Fly tying for Beginners 

Kaufmann, Randall: Tying Nymphs 

Kinney, David: The Big One – Fishing Martha’s Vineyard 

Kreh, Lefty: Fishing Knots 

LaFontaine, Gary: Caddisflies 

Leeson, Ted: The Orvis Guide to Tackle Care and Repair 
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Leisir, Eric: The Complete Book of Fly Tying 

Maclean, Norman: A River Runs Through It and Other Stories 

Meyer, Deke: Tying Trout Flies 12 of the Best 

Meyers, Steven J.: Streamside Reflections – Fly Fishing for Trout and Salmon 

Migel, J. Michael/Wright, Leonard M.: The Masters of the Nymph 

Morris, Holly: A Different Angle – Fly Fishing Stories by Women 

Nixon, Tom: Fly Tying and Fly Fishing for Bass and Panfish 

Pobst, Dick: Trout Stream Insects: An Orvis Streamside Guide 

Prosek, James: Fly-Fishing the 41st 

Reingruber, Michael: Reflections from 100 Fly Fishers 

Schollmeyer, Jim: Hatch Guide for Western Streams 

Schwiebert, Ernest: A River for Christmas 

Shewey, John: Mastering the Spring Creeks 

Shewey, John: Oregon Blue-Ribbon Fly Fishing Guide 

Twarog, Richard R.: San Juan River – A Fly-Angler’s Journal 

Van Vliet, John: Fly Fishing Equipment & Skills 

WAPSI Fly Inc.: Fly Tying Handbook 

Whitelaw, Ian: The History of Fly-Fishing in Fifty Flies 

*Books are routinely available for lending for a six-week period; extensions to 
that time period can be accommodated if no other requests for the book are 
received. 

**Please contact Bill Creitz at billc4writing@gmail.com to borrow, return, or 
donate books. 
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The Southwest Council Summer Quarterly Meeting was held via Zoom on 7/17/21 
covering many upcoming events.  They are Looking Forward with lots of live 
events planned for 2021-2022 and are excited to add a new event to the calendar 

this year, the Fall Fly Buy. It will be everything you love about the regular Fly Buy but 
with a few new twists.  Here's what is planned for 2021 – 2022. We hope you join the 
fun!

Casting Challenge – Contact: Jody (casting@swcffi.org) 
AUGUST 21:  Fly Casting Skills Development event – 8:00 AM – 10:00 AM.  
Hosted by PCC’s Eric Callow and SPFF’s Jody Martin, this SWC-wide event is 
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 Southwest Council Update 

  

Connie Bullock
Membership Chair/SWC

 Club Representative



 

open to anyone wishing to improve their fly casting.  At the grass fields just north 
of the Rose Bowl Aquatic Center.  Bring your own rod/reel; we will have the 
course set up for you. Registration is required.

Fall Fly Buy
NOVEMBER 13, 9:00 am to 5:00 pm at Long Beach Casting Club - Fly tying, 
casting, swap meet and BBQ all rolled into one. Average attendance ~150.

Bishop Trout Rodeo 
FEBURARY 22, 2022 - this is a new event for the Council and will feature a one-
day tournament with awards dinner in Bishop. Fishing is open year-round in the 
surrounding waters and most people in the SoCal fishing community are familiar 
with the area. This event will be open to fly and lure anglers (C&R only). 
Estimated attendance — 100+

Riptide Rendezvous 
APRIL 2022 (actual date TBD) - Our very own surf fishing tournament. A half day 
event with categories for fly and conventional anglers. Average attendance ~75.

Fly Buy (Winter) 
Date TBD 

Women's Programs- 
Cat White (womensprograms@swcffi.org) continues to introduce new programs 
to the council.  Please feel free to contact Cat with any questions.

Fly Buy Spring 
Date TBD, but estimated in May - Fly tying, casting, swap meet and BBQ all 
rolled into one. Average attendance ~150.

Stay tuned!  
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Officers 

Presidents:  Connie Bullock & Dick                       

Harris                          

1st Vice President: Jamie Barber     

2nd Vice President: John Malerba 

Treasurer: Jill Field-Duerr 

Correspondence: Bill Creitz 

Membership: Connie Bullock       

Senior Director:  Jon Simle   

Financial: Aran Dokovna       

Senior Consultant:  Ray Bianco

Club Committees 

Casting Clinic: Paul Riegert & Ray 

Bianco                  

Communications: Connie Bullock 

Conservation: Open                      

Social Media: John Parmenter                        

Fly Tying: Rotating Members           

Fund Raising: Open                  

Rod Building: Open                

Newsletter Editor: John Parmenter              

Raffles/Merchandise: Open               

Trip Organizer: Open                       

Club Roster: Connie Bullock                               

SWCFFF Rep: Connie Bullock                                     

Website Admin.: Jason Pai 

Our 
Value 
Promise

To b r i n g t o ge t he r 
people of all ages who 

s h a r e a p a s s i o n t o 
develop their knowledge 
and skills in the wonderful 
spor t o f f l y f i sh ing , 
t h r o u g h e d u c a t i o n , 
conservation, and fishing 
events, while serving as a 
proud steward of our 
community, our local 
waters and wildlife areas.
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