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Calendar of Events 

Upcoming Club events 
have either been 
cancelled or 
postponed indefinitely.  
Please visit the Club 
website for more 
information. 
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The good news (like 
seeing the photos of the 
bear, deer and foxes now 
roaming free around 
Yosemite’s streets and 
buildings) is that trout in 
our streams and rivers 
must be eating and 
growing like never before 
given the dearth of 
anglers bothering them so 
far this year. Also good 
news is that the Club has 
been having some terrific 
Zoom fly tying and 
membership “happy hour” 
calls whereby we get to 
check in with one another 
and see how all are doing 
(see Connie’s article 
below). 

But we still need a laugh 
or two:
Personally, I like 
the ‘peopleing’ cartoon to 
the left, and can just 
imagine this little 
underwater people-
fishing club where fish 
share tips and stories on 
the one that got away!!

Page 4

The Riffle by Dick Harris
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“let me 
share with 
you a few 
thoughts 
about what 
the Santa 
Clarita 
Casting Club 
is doing to 
keep up 
with what 
appears to 
be a new era 
in social 
interaction, 
personal 
priorities, 
and 
organiza-
tional 
dynamics.

” 

Membership Matters
by Bill Creitz

Continuing last issue’s theme of 
our club staying relevant in 
these turbulent and ever-
changing times, let me share 
with you a few thoughts about 
what the Santa Clarita Casting 
Club is doing to keep up with 
what appears to be a new era 
in social interaction, personal 
priorities, and organizational 
dynamics.
First, let me confess that I often 
find it difficult to maintain a 
proper perspective and balance 
in times of distress. It can also 
be chal lenging to remain 
optimistic and hopeful.
But while doing so may be a 
challenge, it is not impossible. I 
recently read an encouraging 
quote that goes like this: “Hope 
carr ies wi th i t a s trong 
indication of certainty and 
assurance. Hope is strong and 
confident expectat ion ; i t 
doesn’t guarantee a specific 
timing, but it guarantees a 
specific outcome.” I like that. In 
spite of all that is swirling 
around us, we have a strong 
indication of certainty and 

assurance that things will get 
better.
And speaking of things getting 
better, I believe that the Santa 
Clarita Casting Club, rather 
than getting bogged down 
complaining about the things 
that we can no longer do,
is forging ahead, breaking new 
ground, and adapting to the 
constraints of the new social
distancing requirements. That 
being the case, let me tell you 
about a few ways in which we 
a re e m b r a c i n g t h e n ew 
paradigm.
Two weeks ago, we held our 
first-ever Zoom on-line fly tying 
class. Master tier Jon Simle 
moderated the class with eight 
members looking on and 
interacting with him around his 
vise. Our second class, on May 
19, had nine attendees. Those 
sessions will continue every 
two weeks on Zoom. We may 
even record them for future 
viewing.
Then, there was our first-ever 
monthly general meeting, held 
on May 13. 
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While attending our first 
m e e t i n g o f 2 0 2 0 , I w a s 
reminded of the excellence of 
our club
and i ts members , o f the 
privilege I have of meeting with 
old friends and getting to know
new f r i ends , and o f the 
members’ enthusiasm for the 
club and for fly fishing. A tinge 
of nosta lg ia h i t me as I 
reminisced about the formation 
of the Santa Clarita Casting 
Club where, in 2005, five like-
minded flyfishers met at the 
Racquet Club clubhouse to see 
if there might be enough 
interest in forming a club to 
warrant investing our time and 
effort into making it happen. 
That was 15 years ago, and what 
began as five slightly skeptical
flyfishers has grown to over 50 
m e m b e r s — a l l o f t h e m 
passionate about the club and
fishing and contributing to our 
sport.
The t en fo l d i n c re a s e i n 
membership reflects the fact 
that fly fishing is a popular and
rewarding sport and that those 
of us who love it are natural 
evangelists for the sport,

even if it doesn’t garner huge 
publicity or its own cable 
television channel.
Reflecting on the value of our 
club also reminded me of how 
thankful I am to be part of
such a great group of men and 
women who are so willing to 
share their ideas,
techniques, tactics, experience, 
and even secret fishing holes. I 
found the following
quote recently that sums up 
how I feel about the Santa 
Clarita Casting Club: “Seeds of
discouragement cannot grow in 
a thankful heart.” From talking 
to the many members I
spoke with at the January 
meeting, I believe that most are, 
indeed, thankful to be a part
of this club; in fact, to a person, 
the members I talked to exuded 
enthusiasm and
anticipation for the club’s plans 
for the new year as well as their 
next day on the water.
No room for discouragement in 
this group—not for the present 
and not for the future.
Tw e n t y - t h r e e m e m b e r s 
attended the first meeting of 
2020. That’s almost half of our
membership. We were treated 

And while it takes a short time to 
become familiar with Zoom, like any 
other new technology, you quickly 
become comfortable with the new 
format and wonder why you had never 
used it before . One par t icular 
advantage over in-person meetings is 
that you get to hear everyone talk and 
share ideas without dividing into groups 
in different areas of the clubhouse.  
Basically, everyone gets to be heard by 
everyone else.
Another new idea is the upcoming 
Fishing Book Reading where, like the 
age-old and successful book clubs 
dating back centuries, we will select a 
book on a specific aspect of fly fishing 
to read as a group. Then, every other 
week, we will discuss four chapters of 
the book in order to hone our skills or, 
for some, learn new skills and ways to 
think about fly fishing. The advantage 
here is that we will not only learn from 
a master fly fisher (the book’s author) 
but also from the collective experience 
and expertise of the club’s members 
who “attend” the on-line reading. And, 
to benefit from the on-line session, you 

don’t even have to buy the book. You 
can just watch, listen, and maybe take 
notes.

While the three new initiatives are 
moving forward in May, they do not 
represent the full extent of the ideas 
that are being considered. And, if you 
have an idea about how to make our 
club better, more accessible to the 
members (and attractive to new 
members), and adaptable to the times, 
please let Connie, Jon, or Dick know.
I like what the famous UCLA coach, 
John Wooden, said about being flexible 
and willing to change with the times: 
“Adaptability is being able to adjust to 
any situation at any given time.” Here at 
the Santa Clarita Casting Club, we want 
to not only provide a great place for 
social interaction and learning, but 
remain committed to being flexible,
adaptable, and relevant no matter what 
happens around us. And I believe that 
we do a pretty good job of that, don’t 
you?
See you at the next [Zoom] meeting.
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In February five fly fishermen ventured out 
to Lee’s Ferry in Arizona.  This was my first 
trip to Lee’s Ferry and having heard about it 
from numerous fishing friends I was looking 
forward to an exciCng trip. We fishermen, 
myself, my son Daniel, Bernie Ecker (VP in 
Sierra Pacific Flyfishers), Michael Tansey 
(past president of Sierra Pacific Flyfishers) 
and Walter Lipsman (a cousin of Michael’s) 
flew into Las Vegas.  We rented a vehicle 
large enough to carry all 5 of us and all our 
gear. We drove to our lodging near Page, 
Arizona and stayed at Cliff Dweller’s Lodge.  
The Lodge and the boats are a fly fishing 
business of Terry and Wendy Gunn.  We had 
two boats reserved for 3 days of fishing.  
They provide all the gear necessary and 
lunch on the boat. We had plenty of our own 
gear, but mostly used their gear. 

Gone
Fishing!
Lee’s Ferry
Aran Dokovna
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We all caught fish—browns and rainbows in sizes from 12 to 18 inches.  Almost all 
the fish caught were by driXing with streamers.  The guides knew the river very 
well and the beds where the fish liked to hide.  Some of us caught 10 to 15 fish 
per day, but all caught fish.  The locaCon is incredibly beauCful.  It’s on the 
Colorado River, just below Parker Dam. High cliffs border this secCon of the river.   

Our guides were Capt. Skip Dixon and Capt. Kevin Campbell.  For those 
interested , the Website is leesferry.com.  Everything was excellent.  
AccommodaCons were clean and pleasant, and the lodge has a restaurant for 
breakfast and dinner; although, we drove to Page one night for dinner.

Members, have you been fishing lately? If you have, I sure would 
like to hear from you! Send me a report on your outing (no matter 
how brief), as well as some photos. Share the experience with 
your fellow SCCC members in the next newsletter! 

Email: johnparmenter35@gmail.com
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Going
Fishing!
Chris Taylor

There are 3 trips to Utah 
scheduled again this year. The 
first trip, depending on whether 
restaurants and motels will re-
open, is scheduled about June 9 
through June—? (stay as long as 
you wish). We have Roger 
Knudsen, Jon Simle, Stan 
Houlberg, Barry Sauter, Chuck 
Hoffman, Harold Maxham, 
Mike Woll   (non club member) 
and myself. Some of the guys 
are camping, while others are 
l o o k i n g a t m o t e l 
accommodations.



 

Page 10

The next trip is July 20 to fish 
Manning Meadows, the Bonneville 
C u t t h r o a t b r o o d s t o c k l a k e 
specifically designated Catch and 
Release, Fly Fishing Only. This lake 
holds 18” to 28" Cutts, and we’ll be 
fish ing Godda rd Cadd i s and 
Parachute Caddis almost exclusively. 
Other lakes I will be guiding the 
group to include Tiger Trout specific 
lakes. So far only Bill Creitz and 
myself are scheduled. One spot is 
available at the Circleville Fly Shop, 
which sleeps 3 comfortably, with a 
kitchen, 2 bedrooms, living room 
with a big screen TV. There is a 
motel across the street, the Butch 
Cassidy Hideout Motel. About 1/2 
mile from town, is the boyhood home 
of Butch Cassidy, which was restored 
2 years ago.

The Fall is also a great time in Utah. 
Not only is it a great time to view the 
Fall colors which are spectacular, but 
the fish begin to fatten up for winter 
at this time. That date is yet to be 
determined.   In past years Stan and I 

have done extremely well at 
Panguitch Lake, Yankee Meadows 
and Minersville Reservoir. The 
rivers, which are at lower flows, are 
easily waded. This tends to be the 
best time to fish for big browns if that 
interests you. Kingston Canyon, 
Black Canyon of the Sevier, the 
Sevier River above Marysville, and 
the Beaver River are all good 
locations containing a healthy 
population of fish with sightings of 
wildlife as a bonus. Elk, Deer, 
Turkeys, Pronghorn Sheep, some 
Wolverines, and Prairie Dogs are 
always being spotted.

FYI: I also highly recommend that 
Deer whistles be attached to your 
vehicle. This alerts any Deer, Elk or 
Pronghorn from jumping in front of 
your vehicle and ruining your trip. It 
has saved me from catastrophe 
several times. 

Tight Lines,    
Chris
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SCCC – Membership Chair/
SWC Club Representative,
Connie Bullock

The next Southwest Council Quarterly Zoom meeting will 
be held on July 18, 2020.

We hope you are enjoying some of 
the arCcles, videos, and Zoom 
meeCngs that we are having with the 
Santa Clarita CasCng Club.  UnCl 
restricCons are liXed, we will conCnue 
in this manner.  For those who have 
not used Zoom, it is fairly user friendly, 
so we hope you will try it.  Zoom tying 
classes are probably going to conCnue 
every other week and we’ll possibly 
have more than one Monthly MeeCng 
as well.  The last Zoom monthly 
meeCng brought in eight members and 
it was very fun.  It was a definite liX in 
seeing everyone’s faces. 

Zoom is accessible from a phone, 
laptop, desktop, and iPad, whatever 
communicaCon device you use.  It 
h e l p s t o d o w n l o a d t h e Z o o m 

applicaCon on phones and iPads as it 
makes gebng into the meeCng faster.  
Simply click on the link provided in the 
invitaCon and you will be in the 
meeCng.  We are all new at this and 
are stumbling around, so you are not 
alone in that effort. 

We have been trying a fly tying 
challenge, but do not seem to be 
gebng any feedback on it.  How is it 
going for you?  Do you want to 
conCnue?  Let us know. 

The club website and calendar are 
being updated as soon as we know 
anything, so do not hesitate to view it 
at www.scflyfishing.org.  If there are 
any quesCons, please let me know.  
Stay healthy and well.  Thanks. 

SWCFFI News 

http://www.scflyfishing.org
http://www.scflyfishing.org
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Officers 

President: Open                              

1st Vice President: Tom Gibson      

2nd Vice President: John Malerba 

Treasurer: Jill Field-Duerr 

Correspondence: Bill Creitz 

Membership: Connie Bullock       

Senior Director:  Jon Simle            

Junior Director:  Rudy Arechiga 

Financial: Aran Dokovna       

Senior Consultant:  Ray Bianco

Club Committees 

Casting Clinic: Paul Riegert & Ray 

Bianco                  

Communications: Connie Bullock 

Conservation: Open                      

Social Media: John Parmenter                        

Fly Tying: Rotating Members           

Fund Raising: Chris Taylor                

Rod Building: Open                

Newsletter Editor: John Parmenter              

Raffles/Merchandise: Open               

Trip Organizer: Open                       

Club Roster: Connie Bullock                               

SWCFFF Rep: Connie Bullock                                     

Website Admin.: Greg LaPolla 

Our 
Value 
Promise

To bring together people of all ages 
who share a passion to develop 
their knowledge and skills in the 
wonderful sport of fly fishing, 
through education, conservation, 
and fishing events, while serving as 
a proud steward of our community, 
our local waters and wildlife areas.


