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Calendar of Events 
Friday,  January 24, 2020
Morning Surf Fishing (check with Jon Simle first)

Saturday, January 25, 2020
Intermediate casting clinic at LBCC, 8:30-12 pm

Sunday, January 26, 2020
Casting Clinic, Almendra Park, 9 am

Sunday, January 26, 2020
Casting Clinic, Almendra Park, 9 am

Friday,  January 31, 2020
Morning Surf Fishing (check with Jon Simle first)

Saturday, February 1, 2020
SWC Fly Buy at LBCC, 9:30-4 pm

Thursday, February 6, 2020
Fly Tying,, 6:30-9 pm
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The Best Club in Southern 
California celebrated another 
great year with a no-holds-
barred-holiday-party at Canyon 
Estates! Interestingly, with 25 
members attending and bringing 
all kinds of incredible food, the 
only 'close-to-fish dish' brought 
by this gathering of hungry 
anglers was a shrimp plate!! Go 
figure! 

The Club’s infamous but coveted 
Kazy Award and dunce hat was 
bestowed upon yours truly for an 
inadvertently raffling off the club’s 
coffee pot which evidently got all 
java drinkers in a boil.
The club’s Annual Service Award 
went to John Malerba featured 
above with 3 Past Prezes of the 
club.  John has been instrumental 
this past year in securing us a 
space for our fly tying classes and 

providing a great resource to us 
in developing a new website for 
the Club.  Thanks to you, sir!

We now have a terrific new 
m e e t i n g l o c a t i o n a t t h e 
Greenbriar Estates Clubhouse on 
Soledad Canyon Rd.  A shout-out 
to member Ray Diaz who helped 
arrange this for us! We kicked 
2020 off with a meeting featuring 
Paul Wilson presenting on his 
recent trip to Chile (see Paul”s 
Gone Fishing article), and Ray 
B ianco demonstrat ing and 
providing welded loop lines to 
attending members.

Our January gathering meeting 
featured Tackle Express, a great a 
fishing supply store that just 
relocated to Valencia from 
Canyon County (corner of 
Bouquet and Soledad).   Chad 

Curtis   and James Schneider 
provided an overview of their 
shop and elicited thoughts and 
ideas from members to the kinds 
of fly items and equipment they 
should include. We plan to 
partner with these good folks 
moving forward to help generate 
interest in fly fishing in our Valley. 
See their flyer further down in 
this issue, and drop by, pick up a 
few things, and say hello from the 
Club!

It's going to be a fun year 
(decade?) for the SCCC and we 
h o p e t h a t yo u w i l l av a i l 
yourselves of the regular casting 
and tying sessions, surf outings, 
special trips and events, and our 
monthly gatherings. It’s your 
participation and input that 
makes us work!

The Riffle by Dick Harris
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“ 
While 
attending our 
first meeting of 
2020, I was 
reminded of 
the excellence 
of our club and 
its members, of 
the privilege I 
have of 
meeting with 
old friends and 
getting to 
know new 
friends, and of 
the members’ 
enthusiasm for 
the club and 
for fly fishing…

Membership Matters
by Bill Creitz

While attending our first 
meeting of 2020, I was 
reminded of the excellence 
of our club and its members, 
of the privilege I have of 
meeting with old friends and 
getting to know new friends, 
a nd o f t he member s ’ 
enthusiasm for the club and 
for fly fishing. A tinge of 
nos t a l g i a h i t me a s I 
rem in i s c ed abou t t he 
formation of the Santa 
Clarita Casting Club where, 
in 2005, five like-minded 
flyfishers met at the Racquet 
Club clubhouse to see if 
there might be enough 
interest in forming a club to 
warrant investing our time 
and effort into making it 
happen. That was 15 years 
ago, and what began as five 
slightly skeptical flyfishers 
has grown to over 50 
members—al l o f them 
passionate about the club 
and fishing and contributing 
to our sport.

The tenfold increase in 
membership reflects the fact 
that fly fishing is a popular 
and rewarding sport and 
that those of us who love it 
are natural evangelists for 
the sport,

even if it doesn’t garner 
huge publicity or its own 
cable television channel.

Reflecting on the value of 
our club also reminded me 
of how thankful I am to be 
part of such a great group of 
men and women who are so 
willing to share their ideas, 
t e c h n i q u e s , t a c t i c s , 
experience, and even secret 
fishing holes. I found the 
following quote recently 
that sums up how I feel 
about the Santa Clarita 
Casting Club: “Seeds of 
discouragement cannot 
grow in a thankful heart.” 
From talking to the many 
members I spoke with at the 
January meeting, I believe 
that most are , indeed, 
thankful to be a part of this 
club; in fact, to a person, the 
members I talked to exuded 
enthusiasm and anticipation 
for the club’s plans for the 
new year as well as their 
next day on the water. No 
room for discouragement in 
this group—not for the 
present and not for the 
future.
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Twenty-three members 
a t t e n d e d t h e fi r s t 
meeting of 2020. That’s 
a l m o s t h a l f o f o u r 
membership. We were 
t r e a t e d t o a g r e a t 
presentat ion by our 
resident fly fishing sage,
Ray Bianco, about his 
innovate approach to 
tube welding fly line 
loops that is both simple 
and effective. After that 
w e h a d a g r e a t 
presentation on fly fishing 
Patagonia, complete with 
eye-popping photos of 
trophy rainbows and 
browns. Following our
photographic journey 
through the near-mythical 
waters of Patagonia, we 
were brought back to 
r e a l i t y w i t h a 
presentat ion by the 
owners of Tackle Express 
here in Valencia.

Chad and James of Tackle 
Express solicited our 
a d v i c e a b o u t w h a t 
products to stock for 
flyfishers and offered the 
club discounts on gear, as 
well as an option to 
become part

of the shop’s rewards 
program. All-in-all, it was 
a n o t h e r r e w a r d i n g 
meeting with something 
for everyone.

When combined with the 
s c h e d u l e d — a n d 
sometimes spontaneous
—outings from the surf 
to the Sierras, our fly 
tying classes, rod building 
classes, casting clinics, 
conservation outings, and 
our famous holiday party, 
the various offerings by 
the Santa
Clarita Casting Club 
provide a lot of bang for 
the buck. So, moving into 
the new year, I am filled 
with gratitude for what 
we have accomplished 
a n d b r i m m i n g w i t h 
expectation
for what is ahead for this 
club and our members. As 
such, I think I’ll make the 
fo l l ow ing quo te my 
theme for 2020: “It’s not 
happiness that brings us 
gratitude. It’s gratitude 
that
brings us happiness.”

See you at the February 
meeting.
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Gone
Fishing
By Contributing 
Members

Utah Trip Update 
Chris Taylor

Three 2020 Utah trips are in the planning 
stages. The first is tentatively planned 
around June 15, as well as a trip in July and 
the Fall, which dates are still not 
established.

So far lined up for June are Jon Simle, 
Roger Knudsen, Barry Sauter, Stan 
Houlberg, Chuck Hoffman, Mike Woll, Mike 
Inaba (not members of SCCC) and myself. 
Anyone interested can contact me for 
details. Right now the June date is 
somewhat fluid and location of motel 
accommodations are now being discussed.

Fly Fishing Chile! 
Paul Wilson
Over the holiday season we had the 
opportunity to spend six days of fishing the 
beautiful waters of Chile at the Cinco Rios 
Lodge located in the small city of Coyhaique.
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Some of the best trout fishing in the 
world can be found in Chile and in 
some of the most beautiful places.   
We found that the lodge offers great 
accommodations and food, as well 
as a chance to meet other 
fishermen from around the world.  

On our trip we had some rough 
weather that included wind and rain, 

but the fishing was still great and we 
landed fish in the 18” to 22” range!  

We were able to land some nice 
rainbows and brown on dries, as 
well as streamers.  Nymphing was 
also successful in netting some nice 
fish.  If you have the chance to go or 
would like more information, please 
ask me at the next meeting. 

“Over the holiday season we had the opportunity to spend 
six days of fishing the beautiful waters of Chile…”

A beau'ful brown trout caught on the Paloma River. Our guide, Ivan holding up one of the many browns 
that we landed on the Azul Lake.
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Club
News 
by Connie Bullock

Santa Clarita Casting Club’s 
fiscal year is April-March. 
We do this to help get over 
the holidays without one 
more renewal the first of 
the year. Membership
renewal will take place in 
early February and needs to 
be finalized by the end of 
March. So check your 
e m a i l s f o r m o r e 
information.

T h e A n n u a l G e n e r a l 
Meeting (AGM) takes place 
on April 9 and will include a 
financial review as well as 
the election of a new Board 
and any other items needed 
to close out the year. This is 
a time for you to become 
more involved with the club 
and help form and/or 
update its infrastructure.

. 

A spring creek on the Estancia Del 
Zorro Ranch, Chile—Paul Wilson

Some of the positions available 
are:

• President 
• 1st VP 
• 2nd VP 
• Treasurer 
• Membership 
• Social Media/Website 

Chair 

Several of us have been running 
the club for some Cme and are 
ready to hand over the gavel.  
New leaders bring in new ideas 
and beFer ways of doing things, 
so give it some thought and let 
any of the Board members know 
if you are interested in a 
posiCon.  Also, if you require a 
posiCon descripCon, let me 
know.  Thank you. 
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The Management Day meeCng for 
the Southwest Council took place on 
Saturday, 1/18/20 at the Deep Creek 
Flyfishing Club in Riverside, CA. 
Several discussions took place with 
a terrific overview of the Fly Fishers 
Interna'onal website.  If you get a 
chance, go to 
www.flyfishersinternaConal.org  and 
check out some of the things 
offered … such as the Educa&onal 
Tab that has a ‘Learning Center’ on 
casCng, fly fishing, tying, etc. 

Under the Cas&ng Tab there is a new 
program called Cer&fica&on Challenge, which 
is for those who want to learn the basics of 
casCng to teach it properly.  The actual 
cerCficaCon is somewhat daunCng to some 
people, so this cerCficaCon program was 
created for clubs to help their members 
become beFer casters … hence more fish! 

As for the SWC, there are a few upcoming 
events that are all listed on the Club Calendar 
(www.sccflyfishing.org) : 

Feb 1:    Fly Buy held at the Long Beach 
CasCng Club 
Mar 4-8:   Fred Hall Show at the Long 
Beach ConvenCon Center 

Apr 11:.  CasCng Skills Challenge at 
Pasadena CasCng Club 
Apr 25:  RipCde Rendezvous taking 
place at Rincon Beach Park 
May 1 :   CasCng For Recovery Retreat 
at Arrowhead Conference Center 
Jul 18:   Next SWC Quarterly meeCng 

As it stands right now, there will not be a Fly 
Fishing Faire in 2020.  The SWC Board 
members are looking at possibly having the 
Faire at the Fred Hall Show in 2021, but 
nothing concrete yet.  So stay tuned for more 
informaCon. 

 

SWCFFI News 
by Connie Bullock

http://www.sccflyfishing.org
http://www.sccflyfishing.org
http://www.flyfishersinternational.org
http://www.flyfishersinternational.org
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What IS Fly Buy?  
Part fishing tackle garage sale, part fly-fishing carnival and all fun. 

 
When:  February 01, 2020                    Time: 9:30 am – 4:00 pm 

Where:  Long Beach Casting Club - 4901 E 7th St, Long Beach, CA 90804 
 

 
ALL DAY EVENTS: 

- Fly Tying   - Kids’ Fly Tying (under 14 get in free!) 
- A Garage Sale  - Silent Auction and Raffles.  

  
ADMISSION | LUNCH INCLUDED: 
• $13 for FFI* members.   
• $18 for others, with FFI* memberships available at the door.   
• Or donate any usable fly-fishing item or accessory with an original value of more 

than $40 to the garage sale and you will get free admission.   
• Children under 14 – FREE! Includes lunch! 
  
FLY TYING CLASSES | FREE FLY TYING FOR CHILDREN 
• Twenty of Southern California’s best fly tiers – including national and international 

award-winners – will be on hand to demonstrate their fresh and saltwater fish-
catching fly patterns and techniques.   

• Fly patterns will range from Eastern Sierra trout, bass bugs to surf fishing, local 
ocean breakwaters, and offshore big game.   

• We will have tiers available to teach kids to tie their first fly. 
 
* FFI = Fly Fishers International 
 
EVENT CONTACT: Michael Schweit 
Phone: (818) 601-9702 |  specialprojects@swcffi.org or visit www.swcffi.org/FlyBuy 
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MAKING DRY FLY LEADERS 
CLASS by: Mas Okui 

WHERE: FlyBuy 2020 
Long Beach Casting Club 

4901 E 7th St, Long Beach, CA 90804  
DATE: February 1, 2020 

WHEN: 10:00am to Noon 
COST: $100  

INCLUDES: Admission, lunch and a leader kit with enough  
materials to build over 30 leaders, PLUS a leader template guide 

 
NOW—THE MOST IMPORTANT QUESTION—”WHY?” 

Read below an excerpt from ar cle of why you would want to make your own leaders. 
 

Fly fishers spend thousands of dollars on their sport - flies, rods, reels and trips and equipment, yet often over-
looked is the least expensive and at times the most important item - the leader.  Ask yourself just how much 
thought you gave to the purchase of your last dry fly leader.  
 
Was it the brand, the length, the price, the tippet size, the butt section size or was it on the recommendation of 
a salesperson or fishing pal?  Most fly fishers feel that the leader is just something you add to the end of the fly 
line because that's what's done; it's much more than that.  
 
The variety of leaders on the market is overwhelming.  Joe Angler buys one of everything, stuffs them into over-
crammed vest pockets and hits the stream hoping for success. Somehow those leaders won't do all the things he 
hopes for and seeking a better mouse trap, he's heard that hand tied leaders might be the answer.   
 
Most fly fishers I’ve met use weight forward lines, probably because at the time they bought their rods those 
were the recommended lines.  When they tested the rods and practiced a few casts, they could with little effort 
cast forty feet of line.   
This is not a treatise on what’s wrong with your fishing technique but rather one man’s search for enlighten-
ment.   
 
Here’s a hint; no matter which kind of leader you’re using, lengthening the tippet in foot long increments will 
increase your drag-free drifts. | Click here for full article.  
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Officers 
President: Open                              
1st Vice President: Tom Gibson      
2nd Vice President: John Malerba 
Treasurer: Dick Harris 
Correspondence: Bill Creitz 
Membership: Connie Bullock       
Senior Director:  Jon Simle            
Junior Director:  Rudy Arechiga 
Financial/Legal: Aran Dokovna   
Senior Consultant:  Ray Bianco

Club Committees 
Casting Clinic: Paul Riegert & Ray 
Bianca                  
Communications: Connie Bullock 
Conservation: Open                      
Social Media: Open                            
Fly Tying: Rotating Members           
Fund Raising: Chris Taylor                
Rod Building: Open                
Newsletter Editor: John Parmenter              
Raffles/Merchandise: Open               
Trip Organizer: Open                       
Club Roster: Connie Bullock                               
SWCFFF Rep: Connie Bullock                                     
Website Admin.: Greg LaPolla 

Our 
Value 
Promise

To bring together people of all ages 
who share a passion to develop 
their knowledge and skills in the 
wonderful sport of fly fishing, 
through education, conservation, 
and fishing events, while serving as 
a proud steward of our community, 
our local waters and wildlife areas.


